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The title refers to the well-known Nimby acronym of Eng. Not In My Backyard: “a form of protest by a group of people who see
the safety of their area of residence threatened by the establishment of unwanted social works; by extension, who participates in it”.
In opposition to the NIMBY, the PIMPY model has developed as acronym of Eng. Please in my back yard, and then Wimby, Welcome
in my backyard, or Yimby, Yes in my back yard.
(https://www.treccani.it/vocabolario/nimby_%28Neologismi%29/)
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Brief
The association Parco dei Quartieri Spagnoli APS promotes the international call for proposals
The backyard SS. Trinità delle Monache opened to university students of all levels and aimed
at the conception of an equipped public space in the upper garden of the SS. Trinità delle Monache complex - former convent, then Military Hospital and presently Parco dei Quartieri Spagnoli - in Naples.
The call for proposals, issued with the scientific collaboration of the Department of Architecture (DiARC) of the University of Naples “Federico II”, with the support of the Municipality of Naples and with the cooperation of the association Archetipi, is part of the activities
planned by “Community Hub – Parco dei Quartieri Spagnoli”: a project allowed and financed as a result of the Notice for the selection of social innovation projects in “target areas”
- section reserved for informal groups of citizens - as part of the project of the City of Naples
“IQ - I Quartieri dell’Innovazione”, programme of the Department for Social and Labour Policies of the City of Naples funded by PON Metro 2014-2020 Naples 2014-20, Axis 3 Action
3. 3.1 Project NA3.3.1b “ Spazi di Innovazione Sociale - Percorsi di inclusione attiva”.
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The aim of the competition - written and promoted by DiARC, on the initiative of the Community of the Quartieri Spagnoli Park - is to acquire ideas for the transformation of the
so-called “upper garden” of the Quartieri Spagnoli Park into a dynamic public space. The
selected proposals will form the basis for a real-life project. Following an intermediate co-design stage, the project will be self-built during the Summer School taking place from 29 July
to 7 August in the evocative context of the seventeenth-century complex of SS. Trinità delle
Monache. The aim of the competition and of the Summer School is to “shape” the Community
Hub of the Quartieri Spagnoli Park with a project that represents an important segment of the
broader and more articulated reactivation process that the Community of the Quartieri Spagnoli Park with the City of Naples and DiARC has been carrying out since 2016, starting from
the project carried out under the URBACT III Territorial Cooperation Program, coordinated by
the municipality of Naples.
In this regard, the large terrace of the former convent with its open cloister on the slopes of
the San Martino hill should become an inclusive and accessible public space for the dense city
which surrounds it.

The dates
Publication of the call online | 19 April 2022
Presentation event of the call at DiARC | 29 April 2022
Site visit reservation deadline | 1 May 2022
Early bird registration deadline | 15 May 2022
Regular registration deadline | 31 May 2022
Materials submission deadline | 6 June 2022
End of jury deliberations | 28 June 2022
Award ceremony at the Quartieri Spagnoli Park | 29 June 2022
Summer School | 29 July 2022 - 7 August 2022
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Topic and goals of the call
Context
The project “Community Hub - Parco dei Quartieri Spagnoli” derives from the desire to enhance the park by staging workshops, cultural events and territorial activities within it, strengthening its function as a link between the lower and upper parts of the city and therefore between multiple communities. The “Community Hub” aims to become a socio-economic incubator
that makes the unexpressed talents of young people flourish in cooperation, promotes the territory and creates a sustainable and inclusive economy for the neighbourhood.
Requirements
The participants are asked to design a project that can potentially be created in parts and
phases, that is temporary, increasable, disassemblable even selectively, reusable and/or
recyclable, that can take on multiple configurations over time and that can represent the
infrastructure for a dynamic public space within the Quartieri Spagnoli Park. With respect to
the above, the disassemblability of temporary structures is mandatory, while the other characteristics are intended to outline possible avenues of experimentation.
In particular, it should be taken into account that the project must be feasible in the framework
of a self-build process.
Competitors are required to interpret the needs emerging from the physical and social context
of this call. Thus, it is possible to suggest recycling, upcycle and reuse processes such as digital
manufacturing techniques (CNC machines, laser cutters, 3D printers) for steel, wood or plastic
materials.

THE BACKYARD SoS Trinità delle Monache

Goals
The projects must be developed in the so-called bastion area1 although they may also include
interventions in the contiguous areas due to possible physical or visual relationships between
the project area and some of the following spaces: the garden adjacent to the bastion area,
the roof of building H, the roof of building C1. Therefore, according to the competitors’ choice,
the proposed design configuration may be wider or narrower, especially if it can be built in
parts, and may envisage incremental and/or alternative settings.
With respect to the extent of the free area of the bastion (approximately 1000 sq.m.), the
proposal must include a maximum area of 300 sq.m. and may provide for the construction of
platforms, ramps, seating, support surfaces, etc. It is important to note that the possibility of
access by car from the main entrance (arches of building C1) to the space in front of the building C must be maintained2. The floor area (covered and/or enclosed), also located within the
above-mentioned 300 square metres, may not exceed 50 square metres and a height of 5
metres. The projects must offer a variety of spaces for different users: outdoor spaces and/or
covered outdoor spaces and/or obscuring structures and/or indoor spaces.
Project proposals for this public space may include places to rest, play, study, work and/or
spaces for workshop activities and/or workstations for community members involved in the
Community Hub3 info point.
The design may be either aggregated or disaggregated but must be temporary and therefore
dismountable.
Maximum floor area (indoor and outdoor): 300 sq.m.
Maximum floor area (covered and/or enclosed): 50 sq.m.
Maximum height: 5 m
In order to make the proposal coherent with the overall project, it should be considered that
the budget foreseen for the purchase of materials to be used in the self-build phase during the
Summer School is 10,000 euros (the budget might be increased depending on sponsors) and
the construction phase will last 7/10 days.
1
2
3

See Annex 2 for details.
See Annex 2 for details.
For more specific indications on the spaces envisaged within the Community Hub project, see the Focus
annex.
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Who can participate?
The competition is open to university students of all levels (including Masters students and Ph.D. students from all faculties), from all countries and regardless of age. You can participate in both single
and group form, and there must be at least one Architecture student in the participating team. In the
case of group participation, in addition to choosing a team name, you must nominate a team leader
as a contact person to send official communications to.

How to participate and stages of the competition
The call for proposals will be launched on 19 April 2022.
The deadline for the call is 6 June 2022 at 08:59 a.m. CET (Central European Time).
Communities in dialogue
On 29 April 2022 will take place the presentation of the call “THE BACKYARD SoS Trinità delle Monache” at the Department of Architecture of the University of Naples “Federico II” (in blended mode).
Further information will be shared on the dedicated social channels (instragram, facebook and website).
In addition, the Community of the Quartieri Spagnoli Park will be pleased to welcome participants in
the competition to the complex of SS. Trinità delle Monache for a site visit guided by the community
itself in May (dates will be communicated to the interested ones).
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For the booking, an expression of interest is required to be sent by 1 May 2022 to the email
address thebackyardsos@parcodeiquartierispagnoli.it by inserting in c.c. info@parcodeiquartierispagnoli.it (MAIL SUBJECT: “Community site visit - SURNAME OF THE APPLICANT”)
Registration and information
Participants can download the registration form directly from the shared folder accessible at
urly.it/3n2mb or on www.parcodeiquartierispagnoli.it (from 29 April 2022) in order to register by 31 May 2022.
The early bird registration costs 20 euros and is valid until 15 May 2022.
The regular registration fee is 30 euros and is valid until 31 May 2022.
Both for early bird and regular registration, groups of 3 or more members will be charged an
additional 5 euros per member. (e.g., team of 4 members: 20+5+5)
The maximum number of members in each group is 5 persons.
The registration fees cover the actual costs of the organization of the competition and can be
payed by bank transfer to:
OWNER: PARCO DEI QUARTIERI SPAGNOLI APS
IBAN: IT88I0306909606100000185670
CAUSE: “quota di iscrizione al concorso The Backyard”
To send the registration form4 and the receipt of the transfer, write to the e-mail address thebackyardsos@parcodeiquartierispagnoli.it inserting in c.c. info@parcodeiquartierispagnoli.it
(MAIL SUBJECT: “registration form TEAM NAME - TEAM LEADER’S FIRST AND LAST NAME”)
Subscribers will receive in reply an e-mail from thebackyardsos@parcodeiquartierispagnoli.it
containing a subscription identification code that will be used as an identification code in the
deliverables that will be sent to submit the proposal.
To request general information on the conduct of the competition, please e-mail thebackyardsos@parcodeiquartierispagnoli.it
(MAIL SUBJECT: “information TEAM NAME - NAME AND LAST NAME OF THE GROUP LEADER”)
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For the registration from download Annex 1
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Basic Materials
Interested ones can download the materials provided for the design proposal directly at the
link urly.it/3n2mb or on www.parcodeiquartierispagnoli.it (website accessible from 29 April
2022):
- aerial photography
- historical maps
- DWG planimetry background
- DWG plan at Park level and ground floor of building C
- DWG two significant sections of the entire complex
- DWG main elevation of the entire complex
- three-dimensional model
- selection of images
- layout of the required materials.
Required materials
The required materials (as provided in the layouts) are:
- 2 boards A1 (portrait orientation. They can also be formatted as a horizontal A0), .jpg format, 300 dpi resolution. Everyone can decide how to present their work in order to illustrate
better their compliance with the requirements described in this notice. However, the submitted
deliverables shall at least contain the location of the intervention in the project area and plans,
elevations, sections in the appropriate metric scale.
- 1 book .pdf or .ppt presentation (5 slides) summarizing the strategy and the design proposal.
On the first slide, a text of maximum 2000 characters (including spaces) in Italian or English is
required. In the last slide the 2 submitted A1 boards will be inserted.
The submitted materials cannot contain any name or reference to designers. As with layout,
only the subscription identification code assigned at the time of registration shall be used.
Materials submission
The materials required to participate in the competition must be sent by e-mail to thebackyardsos@parcodeiquartierispagnoli.it (SUBJECT MAIL: project proposal NAME OF TEAM - GROUP
LEADER).
For the submission of the project proposal, the files in digital format must be sent from the
e-mail address of the group leader, via wetransfer, no later than 08:59 a.m. (CET) on 6 June
and must be named as follows:
«SUBSCRIPTION IDENTIFICATION CODE - presentation».
«SUBSCRIPTION IDENTIFICATION CODE - Table 1».
«SUBSCRIPTION IDENTIFICATION CODE - Table 2».
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Award ceremony
The jury will evaluate the projects received by 28 June 2022.
On 29 June 2022 there will be an award ceremony at the Quartieri Spagnoli Park (informations about the remote connection will follow).
All competitors are invited to attend the award ceremony in the presence of the jury.
The teams awarded by the jury will receive prizes of 500 euros (first prize), 300 euros (second prize) and 200 euros (third prize). Furthermore, all the winners will participate free of
charge in the Summer School.
Moreover, at the award ceremony, the Community of the Quartieri Spagnoli Park will identify
a project that will receive a special mention.
Following the award event, the winners will be formally notified by e-mail.

Selection methods and criteria
The projects will be evalueted on the basis of the originality of the proposed solutions and
their relation to the aims of the call, the quality of the work, its feasibility and the ability to
represent a project born within a participatory process in a complex balance between temporary and permanent, bottom-up and top-down.
The Jury will award points (total of 100 Points) based on following criteria:
Relation between design and context5: 30 points
Relation between design and time6: 30 points
Feasibility of the project as self-build: 30 points
Other parameters indicated in the section “Topic and aims of the call”: 10 points

5
6

architectural, urban, social
temporariness, incremental steps, alternative settings, etc.
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Material distribution and rights in the work
Awarded participants are entitled to renounce the prize without claiming any form of compensation, in which case the prize will be reassigned according to the ranking set by the jury.
The projects proposed within the framework of this competition will remain the moral property
of the proposing team, which will be mentioned in any future use. The works created during the
Summer School, following the co-design phase, will be transferred to APS Parco dei Quartieri
Spagnoli without any consideration; the rights of exhibition, publication and communication
to the public, will be transferred by the participants in the co-design phase to APS Parco dei
Quartieri Spagnoli, without any compensation.
Each applicant expressly allows APS Parco dei Quartieri Spagnoli and all project partners,
as well as their direct proxies, to process the personal data transmitted in accordance with the
Data Protection Law and the European Regulation (GDPR 2016/679), also for the purpose of
inclusion in databases managed by the above-mentioned persons and third parties pursuing
the same purposes.
In case the projects developed in connection with this call for proposals are the subject of exhibitions and/or publications, the authors will be explicitly mentioned.
By participating in the call for competition you consent to its terms.

Summer School
As part of the activities of the “Community hub - Parco dei Quartieri Spagnoli”7, between
29 July and 7 August there will be a design and self-build Summer School dedicated to the
Quartieri Spagnoli Park.
All participants in this competition are invited to take part in the Summer School and, in particular, the winners of the competition will participate free of charge. In addition, the latters will
be part of the team - led by professors at the Department of Architecture (DiARC) and experts
- involved in the co-design process aimed at defining the strategy and the project to be realized.
The co-design work may partially or totally include some proposals submitted in this competition. In addition, also in relation to the economic availability for the realization and identification of possible sponsors, the executive project to self-build during the Summer School may
foresee modifications, reductions, supplements, and systematise more ideas acquired with this
competition.
More details about the Summer School will follow on the website www.parcodeiquartierispagnoli.it.
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Look at Focus annex.
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Community
Jury

Angela D’Agostino is Associate Professor in Architectural and Urban
Design at the Università degli Studi di Napoli “Federico II”. Scientific
head of the collaboration agreement with the Municipality of Naples
in the framework of the URBACT III
- 2nd Chance project, coordinator
of the Scientific Committee of the
Design Seminary “Across the giant”
and author of the volume “Monumenti in movimento. Scenari di città”.
Maria Luna Nobile is Associate Professor of Architectural and Urban
Design at Umeå University. She is
a member of the UmArts Research
Center for Architecture, Design and
the Arts at Umeå University in Northern Sweden and of the Short Term
City Research Unit at the Università
degli Studi di Napoli “Federico II”.
She was involved as an expert in the
URBACT Program and was one of the
initiators of the 2nd Chance project.
Simone Sfriso is co-principal and
co-founder of TAMassociati and Visiting Professor at the School of Architecture at the University of Portsmouth.
He was appointed Ambassador of
Italian Design for 2019 and with
TAMassociati curated the exhibition
“TAKING CARE – Progettare per il
bene comune” in the Padiglione Italia
at the 15th Mostra Internazionale di
Architettura La Biennale di Venezia.

Camillo Boano is Full Professor in Architectural and Urban Design at Politecnico di Torino and Full Professor
of Urban Design and Critical Theory
at The Bartlett Development Planning
Unit (DPU); he is also co-director of
UCL Urban Laboratory. He is involved
in research projects in Latin America,
Southeast Asia and the Middle East
investigating the topic of habitability.

Maria Grazia Fortuna is President
of the Comunità del parco dei Quartieri Spagnoli where she contributes
to the process of valorization and
regeneration also as a community
contact in the Rete Faro Italia; she
is an architect interested in the reactivation of the abandoned heritage with a multiscalar approach that
intends the project as an action of
care of architecture and communities.

Michelangelo Russo is Full Professor
of Urbanism at the Università degli
Studi di Napoli “Federico II” where he is been Director since 2019.
He was President of the Società
Italiana degli Urbanisti, Coordinator of the PhD course in Architecture
(Unina) and of the RU of Naples for
“REPAiR - Resource Management in
Peri-urban Areas: Going Beyond Urban Metabolism” (Horizon 2020).

Marina Tornatora is Associate Professor in Architectural Composition at the
Università Mediterranea of Reggio C.,
where she is a delegate to international relations and Visiting Professor at
Ain Shams University, Cairo. The research, design and teaching activity is
evidenced by publications, exhibitions
and seminars conducted as Head of
the Landscape_inProgress Laboratory, founded with Ottavio Amaro.
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Jury
Camillo Boano | Angela D’Agostino | Maria
Grazia Fortuna | Maria Luna Nobile | Michelangelo Russo | Simone Sfriso | Marina Tornatora
Scientific curatorship
Angela D’Agostino and Giovangiuseppe Vannelli
Board
Antonio Acierno | Roberta Amirante | Sérgio
Barreiros Proença | Maria Cerreta | Angela
D’Agostino | Orfina Fatigato | Nicola Flora|
Juan José Galán Vivas | Paolo Giardiello |
Tewfik Hammoudi | Ornella Iuorio | Giovanni
Laino | Christelle Lecoeur | Mario Losasso |
Fabio Mangone | Pasquale Miano | Alfonso
Morone | Daniel Movilla Vega | Giovanni Multari | Rita Occhiuto | Maria Federica Palestino
| Andrea Pane | Massimo Perriccioli | Carmine
Piscopo | Sergio Pone | Monica Rossi-Schwarzenbeck | Michelangelo Russo | Sergio Russo
Ermolli | Marella Santangelo | Paola Scala |
Anne Tietjen | Federica Visconti
Organization Committee
Daniela Buonanno and Giovangiuseppe Vannelli
(coordination) | Maria Pia Amore | Eduardo
Bassolino | Fabio Landolfo | Viviana Saitto
General secretary
Giorgia Cuccaro and Miriam Di Nardo (coordination) | Stefano Cuntò | Giuseppe D’Ascoli |
Maria Masi | Martina Russo
Parco dei Quartieri Spagnoli APS
Carmen Abagnato | Giorgia Cuccaro | Miriam
Di Nardo | Cinzia Florio | Maria Grazia Fortuna | Fabio Landolfo | Guido Liotti | Viviana
Luongo | Antonio Pone | Alessandra Thomas |
Teresa Tolentino | Giovangiuseppe Vannelli

