
1The title refers to the well-known Nimby acronym of Eng. Not In My Backyard: “a form of protest by a group of people who see the 
safety of their area of residence threatened by the establishment of unwanted social works; by extension, who participates in it”.
In opposition to the NIMBY, the PIMPY model has developed as acronym of Eng. Please in my back yard, and then Wimby, Welcome 
in my backyard, or Yimby, Yes in my back yard. 

(https://www.treccani.it/vocabolario/nimby_%28Neologismi%29/)
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The Quartieri Spagnoli Park
The Park is located to the north of Quartieri Spagnoli, the part of the inner city of Naples be-
tween the hill of San Martino and Via Toledo.

The recent pedestrianization of Via Toledo has created a dynamic that interests only the first 
parallel streets of Quartieri Spagnoli where, since the 2000s, the demise of historic craft activ-
ities and the opening of restaurants, bars and bed & breakfasts have been witnessed, gener-
ating a sudden acceleration in the tourist and hospitality sector.

In the hilliest part of the Quartieri Spagnoli the gentrification process is much slower; in the 
narrow streets, old trades intertwine with new ones, craft shops, hawkers and stalls, places 
where it is possible to find Neapolitan culture, its culinary tradition, its dialect and its music.1

1  LAINO G., Il cantiere dei Quartieri Spagnoli di Napoli, in “Territorio” n. 19, Franco Angeli, Milano 2001.
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The area closest to the SS. Trinità delle Monache complex is marked by several school build-
ings and, to the east, by two of the headquarters of the Department of Architecture of the Uni-
versity of Naples Federico II. A large number of students, tourists and passers-by join the in-
habitants on a daily basis. In close proximity to the complex, in fact, in Piazza Montesanto, the 
Cumana railway terminal and the Montesanto funicular terminal connect with the nearby under-
ground stations of Piazzetta Olivella (Montesanto - line 2) and Piazza Dante (Dante - line 1).

The Quartieri Spagnoli Park, although strategically located and one of the very few public 
spaces lined with trees in this part of the city, is poorly known and rarely visited, both because 
of its very limited opening hours and because it is difficult to reach. Despite the complex’s nu-
merous entrances to buildings and open spaces, it can currently only be accessed from Vico 
Trinità delle Monache, immediately below Corso Vittorio Emanuele.
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The SS. Trinità delle Monache complex
Built at the beginning of the seventeenth century as a female monastery immediately inside 
the viceregal walls of Naples - more precisely, above the north-western bastion - the former 
convent of the SS. Trinità delle Monache defines, together with the former convents of S. Lucia 
al Monte and Suor Orsola Benincasa, the architectural “basement” of the hill of San Martino. 
Parrino describes its grandeur at the time of its construction and further on in the eighteenth 
century: “it is probably the most beautiful of all the monasteries, in terms of size, beauty and 
richness... the cloister is the most beautiful, the largest, the most delightful perhaps, and maybe 
even more so, in the whole of Europe, since there are views, gardens, fishponds and superb 
paintings”2.

The original monastery layout consisted of three buildings arranged in a U-shape around 
the open cloister3 at the level of the upper terrace, having a panoramic axis parallel to the 
decumans. Of the three volumes defining the cloister, the largest (C)4, approximately one hun-
dred and twenty metres long, defines the western edge of the structure. Of the two smaller 
buildings, perpendicular to the first one and about forty metres long, only the southern one (D) 
remains, but it is left incomplete due to the loss of the space of the church which, at the time of 
its construction, boasted one of the highest domes in the city, soaring over the urban landscape. 
The architecture that closed off the cloister to the north housed the dining hall and a small 
church for the exclusive use of monastic life.

At the beginning of the nineteenth century the monastery was suppressed to become a military 
hospital and, under the jurisdiction of the militaries, the complex was subjected to a series of 
significant transformations. Of these transformations, at the level of the upper terrace, only the 
single-storey volume (C1) remains today, which seems to extend the main architecture of the 
original structure towards the north. This body, built by the military and characterised by large, 
massive arches, acts as the (only) entrance to the upper terrace of the complex where, in its 
current configuration, the former cloister has permanently lost its spatial definition and is in con-
tinuity with the space of the bastion.

In 1997, the State Property Office handed over the disused military hospital for management 
to the City Council, which in 2000 inaugurated the upper garden as the Quartieri Spagnoli 
Park. Nonetheless, the large convent continued to remain in a condition of dormancy, which led 
to it being called a “ sleeping giant” and making it the case study of Naples, leader of the 
European network “2nd Chance, waking up the sleeping giant” funded under the territorial co-
operation programme URBACT III5.

Following the European project, the complex awaits possible developments. 

2  SAVARESE S., Francesco Grimaldi e l’architettura della Controriforma a Napoli, Officina, Roma 1986, p.  
  175.
3  D’AGOSTINO A., Monumenti in movimento e scenari di città, LetteraVentidue, Siracusa 2017.
4  See Annex 2 for indication.

5  https://www.comune.napoli.it/flex/cm/pages/ServeBLOB.php/L/IT/IDPagina/31079

https://www.comune.napoli.it/flex/cm/pages/ServeBLOB.php/L/IT/IDPagina/31079
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At present, the monumental building C and buildings M and L are in a state of decay and not 
open. The complex is accessible near building A, which will house a police headquarters. An 
uphill internal street leads to the entrance building (C1) which houses the guardians and has toi-
lets for the park. Building D will become a Suor Orsola Benincasa University venue, while build-
ing H (known as the “Palazzina Urban”), the only one that is permanently operational, houses 
support activities for children and the Park Community itself.

The SS. Trinità delle Monache complex, in conclusion, due to its position in the city and its con-
formation, can take on different roles and house multiple purposes. Built in close relationship 
with the geography of the hill, the terraced architecture potentially accessible from several 
sides could be a hub for different communities and a link between the hill and the lower city. 
Nowadays, the Quartieri Spagnoli Park embraces the landscape, nevertheless, at present, it is 
still hidden from the city and its inhabitants.
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From the Community of the Quartieri Spagnoli Park to the 
Community Hub project
“Sleeping giant” is the definition used within the “2nd Chance” URBACT III programme for 
the 11 case studies of the network, consisting of as many European cities, of which the City of 
Naples was the leader. In this context, from 2016 to 2018, a number of stakeholders - institu-
tions, citizens, associations, professionals and entrepreneurs - collaborated in the participatory 
process leading to the drafting of the Local Action Plan. By Decision No 156 of 12/04/2019, 
the municipality of Naples acquired a Local Action Plan for the purpose of developing a strat-
egy for the recovery, reuse and management of the former Military Hospital.

In 2019, therefore, the Community of the Quartieri Spagnoli Park was recognized by local 
authority and is also a member of the Faro Italia Network, founded by the Italian office of the 
Council of Europe and referred to the Faro Convention Network.

Subsequently, in the framework of the Community of the Quartieri Spagnoli Park, on the occa-
sion of the participation in the “IQ-Quarteri dell’innovazione” programme, the association Par-
co dei Quartieri Spagnoli APS was set up and is the promoter of the “Community Hub - Parco 
dei Quarteri Spagnoli” project. The Community Hub project follows the guidelines outlined in 
the aforementioned Local Action Plan, which was written to enhance the complex, with actions 
aimed at framing a process for the public-civic governance of the complex and the revitaliza-
tion and enlivenment of the Quartieri Spagnoli Park. This includes a laboratorio permanente (in-
tended as a participatory “control booth” aimed at facilitating the process of reactivation, re-
use and management of the park) and workshop activities for children and adolescents (both 
outdoor, in the spaces of the upper garden which is the subject of this call, and in the Urban 
building). In addition, the same project proposes the present call and the consecutive Summer 
School through which the upper garden will be transformed as a public space open to the dif-
ferent communities who wish to use it (inhabitants, students, tourists, etc.).
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Below you will find a list of the temporary architectures envisaged within the Community Hub 
project:

- A space where to stay alone or where to come together, consisting of platform(s) equipped 
with seats, bench or desks; assemblable modules that can be used independently or as a sys-
tem are preferable;

- Covered spaces for studying, playing, resting or working in the logic of remote working;

- A repair-café is meant as a small bar - where only drinks and snacks (meant as food for 
which no prepartions are needed, i.e. cold sandwiches, fruit, croissants, etc.) could be provided 
- and a space related to the workshop activities mentioned in the following point;

- A flexible space for workshop activities that can be concieved as independent or as the 
workshop connected to the repair-café. A space open to the public that brings out the will and 
possibility of intergenerational and community cooperation;

- An info-point of the Community Hub, which is to be considered as the project “control booth”, 
with a minimum of 2 and a maximum of 3 workstations where Community members of the 
Quartieri Spagnoli Park might work;

The project proposals may freely include all or only some of the temporary architectures previ-
ously described or may even propose only a new arrangement of the public space. 
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